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Traveling Differently 


BY RANDY STERN 


Our Summer Getaways and Fashion issue 
is here! We give you ideas on where to go for 
the rest of the summer - and share some ideas 
on what to wear! All in one issue! 

Before we dive into the issue, let me tell you 
a personal tale about travel. This one may be 
relevant to you. 

Earlier this year, I dealt with another round 
of health issues. This was my fourth hospital- 
ization since November of 2021 resulting in a 
loss of two toes and an ongoing spinal cord is- 
sue. 

Because of these hospitalizations and re- 
sulting surgeries, I am now living life classified 
as a disabled person. 

'This is a new world I am navigating. In find- 
ing ways to do everything at a different capac- 
ity than before. That includes traveling. 

Back in April, I took my first media busi- 
ness trip since my last hospitalization. I flew 
to the Chicagoland area for a manufacturer's 
drive event and returned home the same day. 
That alone was a challenge unto itself. 

What I have found was that travel can be 


done "painlessly" as possible. We have resourc- 
es available to us making travel a much easier 
experience. For example, you can arrange 
for security screening assistance through the 
Transportation Security Administration's TSA 
Cares program ahead of your flights. You can 
also arrange for earlier boarding access and/or 
wheelchair assistance with the airline you are 
flying with. 

Utilizing these resources helped me tre- 
mendously My concerns were put aside 


thanks to some great staff at the TSA, as well as 
the airline I flew. 

My first tip for you is to do your research 
and due diligence before you go anywhere! 
Find out what resources you have available 
regardless of your situation. That includes 
connecting with LGBTQ+ resources, language 
services, and, yes, services for the disabled 
traveler. 

We all travel differently than each other. 
That should be your advantage when enjoying 
your next trip. 

Speaking of which, this issue includes some 
great travel ideas for this summer! There's an 
Airbnb in Northern Minnesota, along with a 
year-round ski lodge up on the North Shore, a 
highly popular destination for Upper Midwest 
tourists, and a town that is home to the famed 
“National Park of Speed." 

Always remember: Just because you are dif- 
ferent in the way you live – and travel – nothing 
should ever exclude you from doing what you 
enjoy and love! 

Now, get out there and enjoy the world! E 
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Take-Alongs For Your Get-Aways 


On my first getaway—and my first commercial 
flight-in April, 1941, I was 11-months-and- some- 
weeks-old. I was being flown, my opinion unso- 
licited, from Hartford, Connecticut to Jackson, 
Mississippi to celebrate my first birthday and to 
be ceremoniously displayed before doting kin. A 
photo of The Day, shows my mother, my grand- 
mother, my great- grand-mother, a single-candled 
cake, and, restrained upon Mother's lap, me in a 
howling rage. 

There's no stuffed animal visible, one might 
have improved my temper, but once I became am- 
bulatory, I was always dragging one along. (For 
whatever reasons-I never inquired-no siblings 
were forthcoming.) 

Three years later, 6 July, 1944, my father and 
three other adults took me and Blue Elephant to 
the Ringling Brothers Barnum and Bailey's Cir- 
cus performance in Hartford. The performance 
that was torched and consumed 169 spectators' 
lives. My dad, as I've mentioned here before, 
threw me over his shoulder and ran out the un- 
crowded burning end; the rest of our group scat- 
tered, but escaped. Dear Mollie Duckett not only 
survived, but rescued and restored to me Blue 
Elephant. 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


A photo taken on my next birthday, 30 April, 
1945, shows me hosting a little group of cel- 
ebrants around our dining room table. I’m wear- 
ing a feather headdress and clutching my plaid 
stuffed rabbit. Old enough then to know some- 
thing bad was happening in the world, and that 
because we lived near Pratt and Whitney Aircraft 
Company we fastened the curtains closed at 
night, none of us, kids or adults, yet knew a great 
Evil had destroyed himself in a bunker that day. 

As kids will, I clung to stuffed creatures less 
and less, as I grew older; went through high 
school and college without one close at hand. 
Then, as is wont to happen in adults’ lives, I hit 
some rough patches. Nerves, worries, adding 
sops that didn't ameliorate. I needn't detail; let's 
just say, common, run-of-the-mill sorts of rough 
patches-fill in any of your own and read on. 

On one serendipitous day, while walking and 
fretting across Harvard Square, I spotted him 
standing in a toy store window display; upright, 
fuzzy, brilliantly blanche-a perfect polar bear. 
Christened Cold Comfort, he went home with 
me directly. His silent, intuitive presence, turned 
the tide. Slowly, yes, incrementally, naturally-but 
things changed. 


Now that was some time ago, and while CC 
remains in residence, and I have had others as 
well-from a large gray wolf draped in a wooly 
sheep's cloak down to a tiny Steiff Donkey, an 
unobtrusive, packable brown bear has traveled 
with me East to West Coast, to Paris, Amsterdam, 
Barcelona, Madrid, and the shores of Loch Ness 
with nary a quarrel nor regret. 

Other adults are catching on. Sarah Gan- 
nett, in a February 18 New York Times Wirecut- 
ter piece, extolled the virtues of stuffed animals 
for adult consolation. I learned that decades ago 
when I was going through a fear-of-flying spell, 
but needed to head from Boston to California to 
interview famed Disney Duck Artist Carl Barks. I 
put my little brown bear in a little brown bag only 
to discover my seat mate was a six-year- old with 
her own open-carry teddy. "Surely," I thought, 
"no Deity would smite two bear bearers." And 
they didn't. 

Plan your gayest of get-aways, but consider-in 
addition to your complex, talkative human com- 
pany-including a soft, silent sympatico travel 
mate. Ё 
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With Libraries 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


I was smitten early on. As a preschooler grow- 
ing up in St. Paul, a special reward for enduring a 
doctor’s visit was a visit to the glorious downtown 
library that faced Mears Park, in which the Chil- 
dren’s Room merited its own special entrance. 


There, a Valkyrie of a librarian, straight out of the prevailing stereo- 
type (gray pompadour, pince-nez glasses on a chain which rested on an 
imposing bosom) led me to the picture books. I remember “reading” the 
stories of Red Riding Hood, the Three Little Pigs, and something involv- 
ing the Land of Nod. 

Soon I was actually reading, all by myself! Magic! From then on I 
binged on the “series” books: Bobbsey Twins, Raggedy Ann, Nancy 
Drew, the Wizard of Oz, and finally—this is sixth grade by now—the 
addictive Betsy-Tacy series. These companions escorted me all the way 
to Junior High. 

Back then, before the advent of paperbacks, a book was a rare and 
(for my family) costly purchase. Fortunately, I received a volume on ev- 
ery birthday from a favorite maiden aunt, starting with Pinocchio (far 
more scary than the later Disney version). One important year, the 
birthday gift introduced me to The Three Musketeers. The library—how 
foresighted!—provided the rest of author Dumas’ tales, which led me to 
those of Sir Walter Scott. (Oh, Ivanhoe, my new hero!) Soon, thanks to 
a school assignment, Dickens burst onto the scene. The library served 
as my literary candy store, supplying volume after volume of my new 
Victorian idol. 

By now, of course, I had outgrown the Children's Room but was wary 
about entering the Adult Fiction section. (Surely a security guard would 
raise a baton and summon my parents?) As I sidled in that direction, 
however, I got waylaid in a small chamber devoted to scripts of plays. I 
had been taken to a couple of traveling performances (I remember the 
words to every song of “Oklahoma!” to this day), so I started with those 
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familiar titles, then graduated to volumes that simultaneously intrigued 
and mystified me (“Death of a Salesman,” “Come Back, Little Sheba”). 
Even “Mr. Roberts,” a wartime drama, which contained words I had 
been taught would send one straight to perdition. 

From the script alcove, it was just a few steps to the stacks where 
Adult Fiction lived. No one to monitor me, I gathered volumes penned 
by my new fancy, Pearl Buck, who had won the Nobel Prize for writing 
about China (although I had to ask my mother what “concubine” meant 
and blushed to learn the answer). A few more years and off to college 
at the U. I shared a one-bedroom apartment with two roommates who 
seemed to be majoring in boyfriends, so I crept nightly to the Walter 
Library aside Northrop Mall for peace in which to study at those ponder- 
ous wooden tables in rooms quiet as a church. 

After marriage came children, and the cycle started anew. Story hour 
at the library saved many a day. We then loaded up the stroller with titles 
to carry us through the week: Blueberries for Sal, Where the Wild Things 
Are, and on to Mary Poppins (in print, she’s illustrated as a stick-thin, 
unsmiling nanny, to be treated with far more reverence than one who 
later grinned from a Broadway stage or movie screen.) 

Nothing has pleased—nay, sustained—me more, from that time to 
the present, than wandering among the shelves of our public libraries, 
tracking down every last volume written by a pantheon of authors as 
vast and various as Richard Powers (my current literary god) to John 
Sanford, whose spunky mysteries include car chases across the Lake 
Street bridge. 

By now, of course, I’ve widening my horizons with non-fiction ac- 
counts as well—biographies, travel accounts, political essays, recipe 
books: whatever grabs my attention at the moment. And during the 
recent corona virus episode, although my beloved libraries have been 
temporarily closed, I still have a stack of unreturned volumes on loan 
in corners of my apartment, assuring me badly-needed happy moments 
in my day. 

Thank you, libraries! E 
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Summer Fashion Report, 
2025 Edition 


BY LINDEN M. BAYLISS 


Summer heat is in full swing, and so is summer fashion. Sure, 
everything is sticking to your thighs, but hey, we're still out here to 
be ourselves and knock em' dead, sweaty or not. 


We got some tips from the crew at the North Loop's upscale boutique Martin Patrick 3 on the lat- 
est summer fashion trends and how to build the perfect summer wardrobe for 2023. 

So, what does summer fashion look like? 

"It's fun, it's playful, we're all so over our winter coats and our sweaters," says buyer Samantha 
Tousey. With the season comes bright, spunky colors that mimic the nature around us; greens and 
pinks begin to poke their noses out and the reds and blues start to subside. "There are floral prints 
everywhere," she adds. "There are amazing bomber jackets that have floral... You see it in shorts, 
tops, across the board." 

So how is the summer fashion of 2023 any different than 2022? What's new? 

“Cargo pockets," Tousey says right away. "Cargo pockets are back in a huge way. Think early 
1990s, you'll start to see a lot of that." She also mentions that we are seeing a more relaxed fit in all 
types of clothing, mimicking the easy breeziness of the summer air. Staying cool is just as important 
as looking it. 

Speaking of staying cool, Tousey and I chatted a bit about was how convenience and practicality 
play a huge role in fashion. Fabrics that are lightweight, pack well, and are easy and fast to throw on 
are what we will actually want to wear, and it makes building a wardrobe economically so much easier 
when we keep these things in mind. 

"A lot of brands are using an interlock cotton, it's a really nice four-way stretch cotton that packs 
really easy. Modal is great for summer as well. Things that are not super hot and heavy and also you 
don't have to worry about ironing them. Nobody really wants to get their iron out." 
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Ifelt so seen as she said these words. Who 
wants to do chores before they go out? 

Viscose is another wrinkle-resistant fabric 
Tousey mentioned that I had never heard of be- 
fore, thought you may be familiar with its cousin, 
rayon. Apparently, the wrinkles will drop right 
out of viscose if you hang it overnight. What 
magic. The classic terrycloth is another wonder- 
fully summery material that stays neat. 

Tousey says what she has been most excited 
for this summer is getting in inspiring brands 
like Bode, a New York-based clothing line 
founded by Emily Adams Bode Aujla, winner 
of the CFDA Menswear Designer of the Year in 
both 2021 and 2022. Bode's fashion is all about 
vintage, preservation, and bold patterns and tex- 
tures. Their men's line is very much gender fluid 
and androgynous in style, something that is still 
tricky to find in the world of fashion, kudos to 
them for making it happen. Their women's line 
launches this summer, with hopefully a similar 
vibe. 

"They have this silk blouse that has a motif 
of New York City, and then they have crochet 
pieces...just some fun prints," Tousey says. Bold 
patterns and statement pieces are everywhere, 
on the top and bottom. Abstract, plaid, floral, you 
name it, the bolder the better. 


| 
і 


The funnest part of fashion? Accessorizing! 

“Big statement earrings, gold jewelry. Silver 
comes and goes but it’s very much still leaning 
towards gold. Big gold pieces, gold cuffs. For 
shoes you're still seeing sneakers galore. The 
sneaker trend is not going anywhere," Tousey 
assures us. Platform sandals and platform loaf- 
ers are also still very much in style for this sum- 
mer. 

Of course, we also talked sunglasses. 

"There's so many fun colors like papayas and 
greens, the same color stories carry through. 
We're seeing a ‘70s retro vibe with a play on the 
color of lenses." No more mirrors, just colored, 
classic lenses. Tousey says the once popular 
chunky ski-goggle-esque Shield sunglasses are 
also slowly trickling away, a trend she is happy 
to say goodbye to (ditto). 


55Аюд үү uepur] Aq soloud 


What about taking care of our planet and thinking about eco-friendly 
fashion choices? 

“A lot of our brands use recycled cotton or recycled silk,” Tousey 
says. “We do a lot with Citizens of Humanity and AGOLDE, and they’re 
actually doing a big sustainable movement where it’s all organic cotton, 
it’s all in the U.S., they're working with local farmers rather than bring- 
ing it from overseas...” She mentions brands also doing cool things like 
making “no waste” sweaters, using the leftover yarn pieces from one 
sweater to weave a completely new sweater, making them one-of-a-kind 
as well. 

Tousey says of sustainability in fashion, “It’s definitely becoming 
more and more that we're actually getting on board. Before it felt like 
it was kind of a buzzword, and now it feels like it’s actually top of mind 
and actually happening.” Supporting brands who are making the effort 
to create change does matter, as does seeking out recycled and organic 
products, much like we do at the supermarket. 

If you're looking for brands that support changing gender norms 
and edging towards a non-binary view of fashion, check out Bode, as 
mentioned earlier, and Minneapolis-based brand MX Apparel Design. 
Tousey said that while the fashion industry has a long way to go in 
terms of getting away from the gender binary, “definitely from where 
we were five years ago, ten years ago, it’s changing.” We're seeing cuts 
and patterns merge together in a delightful way as more and more 
brands dive into leveling the playing field of fashion. 

What kind of advice would a fashionista give to the average person 
to up their style game? 

Be true to yourself! 

“Just embrace your style,” Tousey says. “I think sometimes people 
try to look like people that are on Instagram or social media and it 
doesn’t really come through, it doesn’t feel authentic. You feel most 
confident in what you’re comfortable in, so just be true to yourself.” 

If you’re in the North Loop area this summer, come have a gander 
through Martin Patrick 3 and get inspired! 

www.martinpatrick3.com li 
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Pride Journeys 
Madison, WI 


BY JOEY AMATO 


A few years ago, I remember reading that Madi- 
son, Wisconsin was voted one of the top LGBTQ+ 
friendly destinations in the country. Since I have 
a propensity to travel to under-the-radar destina- 
tions, I decided I wanted to see for myself what 
made Madison so special and inclusive. 


Madison is the capitol of Wisconsin, a swing state in the political world, 
so it was no surprise that I was greeted with open arms upon arrival. The 
first thing I noticed was how clean and walkable the city was. It is fairly 
simple to walk to most attractions if you are staying in the heart of down- 
town. If the attraction is a bit far, you can rent a bike from the citywide 
BCycle bike share program. 

Start your tour of Madison at the Chazen Museum Of Art located on the 
University of Wisconsin campus. The free museum houses a collection of 
over 24,000 works ranging from a painting by Andy Warhol to artifacts from 
ancient Greece, Western Europe, and Moghul India, 

Continue your cultural tour of Madison at Art + Lit Laboratory, a com- 
munity-driven contemporary arts center in the Capitol East District which 
houses an art gallery and performance space in addition to a library, artist 
studios, and a dedicated education studio. The facility welcomes over 200 
events annually ranging from lectures to contemporary dance classes. 

Before heading out for dinner, check in to the AC Hotel Madison Down- 
town, a beautiful property located a block away from the Capitol Building 
which officers beautiful 360-degree views of the city from its rooftop patio. 
The modern AC Lounge is located just off the reception area and features 
a towering LED sculpture that serves as the centerpiece of the space. Lo- 
cated on the top floor is Eno Vino, the hotel’s signature restaurant which 
features an extensive wine menu consisting of over 200 bottles. 

The rooms at AC Hotel Madison are quite spacious and blend in with 
the property’s minimalist vibe. I had a wonderful view of the Capitol build- 
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ing from my room which was even more breathtaking during sunset. 

For dinner, take a short Uber-ride to Mint Mark, a produce-forward res- 
taurant operated by James Beard Award nominated Executive Chef Sean 
Pharr. The relaxed space is welcoming but sophisticated and offers a vari- 
ety of tapas ranging from a delicious Cauliflower dish consisting of herbs, 
raisins and crispy sarvecchio to Sorpresine made with ricotta, butternut 
squash, fermented plum and pecans. If you like pasta, I’d recommend the 
Carbonara. It was my favorite item on the menu. 

I happened to be in town during GLEAM, an evening light exhibition 
which takes place at the Olbrich Botanical Gardens and features large scale 
light installations created by local, regional, and international designers. 
This is a fun activity to go to with a group of friends or just stroll throw on 
your own. Get there early to beat the crowds. 

If you still have energy, head to Woof's, one of the city's LGBTQ+ bars, 
located just a short walk from the hotel. The space is owned by the same 
people who own D'Vino, a neighboring Italian restaurant. Woof's offers one 
of the best happy hours in the city with half-price drinks from 4-7pm. 
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Every Wednesday and Saturday, the city welcomes the Dane County 
Farmers’ Market on the Square. Over 150 vendors participate each week, 
and the market is the largest producer-only farmers’ market in the coun- 
try. All of the items for sale at the market are produced by the vendors 
themselves. Even though I didn’t purchase anything, it was a great way 
to start the day. If you have time, book a tour of the Capitol building, an 
architectural wonder worth visiting which contains the only granite dome 
in the United States. The building houses both chambers of the Wisconsin 
legislature along with the Wisconsin Supreme Court and the Office of the 
Governor. After your tour, grab a bowl of ramen at Morris Ramen, owned 
by State Representative Francesca Hong. 

Next up was a tour of the Henry Vilas Zoo, one of only a few admission- 
free, community-supported zoos in the country. The zoo just welcomed a 
baby orangutan, and Ї had the chance to see it along with its mother in the 
primate habitat. If you have time, take one of the behind-the-scenes tours 
offered at the zoo. I decided to jump on the African Adventure Behind the 
Scenes Tour where I got to meet and feed the zoo’s beautiful, reticulated 
giraffe Eddie. You really don’t appreciate how tall these animals are until 
you are standing a few feet away. 

Also, part of the tour was a visit with their white rhino named Harmon. 
Unfortunately, Harmon was basking in the sun during my visit and didn’t 
want any of the treats we brought for him. After a few minutes of trying to 
seduce Harmon with food, we decided to let him relax and soak up the rays. 

Next, head to Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center, a 
Frank Lloyd Wright designed building located on the shore of Lake Mono- 
na. Wright designed the building decades before it was built. He fought 
with the city multiple times to try to get them to agree to build the facility 
and sadly he didn’t get to see his wonder come to fruition. The Monona 
Terrace finally won city-wide approval after Wright’s death and now serves 
as a tribute to his contribution to Madison. 


Touring around Madison will surely make you hungry, so try out Heri- 
tage Tavern. The farm-to-table restaurant is operated by chef/owner Dan 
Fox, a James Beard Award-winner. It was one of my top 10 dining experi- 
ences ever. I began my meal with a new addition to the menu, a sweet corn 
chowder served with popcorn of course. I was in awe of how delicious this 
soup was and felt bad not finishing the bowl as I had to save room for some 
other selections including the chef’s upscale take on deviled eggs. I can’t 
even explain what was on them, all сар say it you must try these. You won't 
be disappointed. For my entrée I ordered the Bouillabaisse served with an 
assortment of fish, fingerling potatoes and roasted fennel bathing in a saf- 
fron tomato broth with garlic sabayon. 

I really wanted to walk off my food coma, but I had tickets to the Madi- 
son Ballet’s production of “Next Steps”, a program built entirely of world 
premieres, and featuring the work of Artistic Director Ja’ Malik and Rich- 
ard Walters. The ballet is committed to celebrating female-identifying cho- 
reographers and showcases San Francisco-based Marika Brussel. 

After the ballet, head to one of the city's other LGBTQ--establishments 
including Shamrock Bar & Grille or Sotto Nightclub for a nightcap. 

Before heading home, grab breakfast at Short Stack Eatery, an 
LGBTQ--owned restaurant located close to campus which offers a selec- 
tion of favorites including of course, pancakes. I decided to try the sweet 
potato pancakes which were served with fresh strawberries. The oversized 
portion could have fed two people and was so delicious. And even though I 
didn't have one, I heard they also make a killer Bloody Mary. 

One other thing that stood out during my trip to Madison was how 
friendly the people are. Everyone greets you with a smile. There is nothing 
like Midwest hospitality. 

Enjoy the Journey! Е 
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“Finnish Lines” 
Ski Hill Cabins and 
Saunas Rewrites 
Vacationing with 
Steam 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


There is no single English word for It, but there are English 
words for It. 


It starts inside a structure that looks something like a cabin, but smaller—more...specific 
somehow—composed wholly of flat, polished wood. It looks as if the classiest park bench in the 
world grew a floor, four walls, and a ceiling. In the center of the not-cabin, an iron dragon’s head 
is fed tree trunk chunks, smoke rising through the stone crown adorning the dragon’s head. 
Smoke, black and white and grey, escapes through a crafted hole in the ceiling like a mischief of 
flying mice. This is just as well-the smoke isn’t the purpose of the fire, merely a side effect. 

The burning process doesn’t last long: a mere six hours...or seven, perhaps...no more than 
eight. The dragon’s crown—a heap of stones placed on top of a specially-designed oven, in point 
of fact—is ready and will remain so for the next half-day. The fire has made the stones hot—re- 
ally, really hot. Nearby, nearly invisible against the grain of the not-cabin, a wooden bucket houses 
a wooden ladle, along with something that might have been a pile of snow mere minutes before: 
water, pure and simple. The heat in the rocks summons the water or seems to. 

When the water is poured upon its crown in serpentine whip tails, the dragon hisses. The 
water and heat have become one thing, and that one thing doesn’t rise. It swirls, bouncing from 
wall to recently grown wall like a blind snake, caressing everyone it touches. 

And that is It. 

There is no single English word for It, but, in Finnish, the heat and the steam coming together 
and is known as löyly. Löyly makes hearts quicken, blood vessels widen, and muscles untangle. 
The Finns originally intended /óyly as a means of cleaning oneself from the inside out, a bare ne- 
cessity when one lives in a nation and a time where the average temperature is an eleventy below 
nine months out of the year and running water is just a pipe dream. Because of this, savusauna 
became an integral part of Finnish life, forming a culture all its own. 

The modernizing of this culture is the current olemassaolon syy of partners Patrick Kindler and 
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McCabe Plaas, and two unlikelier such mod- 
ernizers you're unlikely to find. “We weren't 
sauna people before we started this," Kindler 
admits. “Now we totally are." Although the 
obvious biological considerations—the quick- 
ened hearts, the widened blood vessels, and 
the untangled muscles-factored into this con- 
version, the thoroughly-American practice of 
turning the sauna into a social hub factored in 
even more. ^We met the coolest people at the 
sauna," Kindler remembers. "After a while, 
he'd all bring something and just hang out." 

The this that they started is Lutsen, Min- 
nesota's Ski Hill Cabins and Saunas. When it 
opens this summer, the ambitious establish- 
ment will allow others to indulge in the same 
modernizing of the ancient custom. “Each of 
the cabins has its own private sauna," Plaas as- 
sures. “We really wanted them [vacationers] 
to have their own space to be with friends and 
family. So they also have a private outdoor fire 
ring and seating area." The website puts it 
more simply: “We love the social aspect of the 
practice, as well." 

The cabins are a three-dimensional, trap- 
ezoid manifestation of these parallel purposes, 
each designed to accommodate between eight 
and ten leisure-takers and each offering high 
speed internet and television...because, sure, 
vacationers want to get away from it all, but 
they're also not savages. Other amenities in- 
clude a full kitchen, a living room, a master 
bedroom, a second bedroom, bathrooms, and 
a loft. “During a family vacations, the loft is 
the first place where kids go," Plaas reports, 
then adds with a laugh: "It's also the last place 
they leave." 

Another Ski Hill Cabins-centric feature 
is that of the rather large parts of wall made 
of glass. “We love big windows,” Kindler de- 
clares. “We want people to feel like they’re 
outside, even when they’re not.” Of course, if 
they are outside, vacationers still have leisure 
options open to them. In addition to the sauna- 
adjacent fire pit, each cabin also features a gas 
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grill. The official website adds, “Enjoy the privacy of your own mod- 
ern cabins nestled in the woods.” 

Says Kindler of the offered space, “We want it to feel like a cross 
between an Airbnb and a resort.” And although Ski Hill Cabins and 
Saunas taps into a tradition older than the written word—the saunas, 
remember-the four newest homes-away-from-home, as of press time, 
still languish in the future. “The first [two] cabins open July 15th,” 
Kindler assures. “The second [two] cabins open December 15th. Itis 
all brand-new construction.” 

Of course, some city slicker rabble rousers visit the North Shore 
of Minnesota in order to see the North Shore of Minnesota, the plea- 
sures of deliberate sweating notwithstanding. If such people visit Ski 
Hill Cabins, those people are strategically headquartered. “The ad- 
ventures are endless on the North Shore and even more so in Lutsen, 
Minnesota where we are in the heart of it all,” the Ski Hill Cabins and 
Saunas’ website declares. Such local locales include Lutsen Moun- 
tains (which offers summit express rides and alpine slides during the 
warm months), Norpine Trails (including the Deeryard Loop, the 
Pioneer Loops, and the Massie Loop, among many other loops), and 
Superior Hiking Trail (including Lower Aguasabon Falls, Kakabeka 
Falls, and Saxon Falls—none of which should be trod upon or even 
pronounced by the overserved). 

Ski Hill Cabins and Saunas’ co-founders and co-operators intend 
to create their own lóyly, combining their disparate energies within a 
specific environment in order to generate something wholly unique. 
“We've both been involved with the Twin Cities gay community for a 
long time," Plaas remembers. "I used to be a bartender at Jetset." Re- 
solves Patrick Kindler, “We’re really excited about this new endeavor, 
and we look forward to welcoming folks from LGBTQ+ community!” 

www.skihillcabins.com Ш 


Hawks View Cottages 


— dreamers welcome*— 


Our nine distinctive cottages and 
lodges are crafted high up onto steep 
wooded bluffs, with hawk’s eye views 

of the Mississippi River and 
Old Fountain City, Wisconsin. 


Guests check in at our Seven Hawks Vineyards tasting 
room, wine shop and wine bar in downtown 
Fountain City, Wisconsin. 


Hawks View 
Cottages, 
Lodges & 
<P A. Suites 


651-293-0803 or 
866-293-0803 
Hawksview.net 

Fountain City, WI 


Make sure your business, organization or event is part of 


LAVENDER'S 


2024 


PRIDE PAGES! 


Minnesota’s annual LGBTQ+ guide featuring 
LGBTQ-friendly Businesses, Organizations 
and Wedding Resources. 


Deadline: December 6, 2023 
Published: December 28, 2023 


Call 612-436-4660 


to speak with a Sales Executive 
and reserve your space today. 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 17 


OUR SCENE | SUMMER GETAWAYS 


Getting Away to Madeline 
Island This Summer 


BY AURORA SMITH 


Looking for a summer getaway? Look no further than Madeline 
Island! 


This gem of a spot is the largest of the Apostle Islands in Lake Superior, just off the coast of Ash- 
land, Wisconsin. 

The island is the same size as Manhattan, roughly 3 miles wide and 14 miles long. More than 1/3 
of the island consists of parks and wilderness preserves, making it a nature-lovers’ paradise. Or, if 
you're not as into nature, stick closer to downtown for vibrant indoor attractions and delicious meals. 


Getting to and from the Island 

As an island, your options to get on and off the property are slightly limited (you can't just drive 
over the ocean after all). That said, the island is accessible by ferry, private boat, or even airplane. 

'The most accessible way is the Madeline Island Ferry Line that docks at the northeast end of 
Bayfield. If you're starting from Wisconsin Highway 13, you'll turn east on Washington Avenue and 
look for signs on your right for the “Ferry Loading Ramp." 

The Ferry ride is about 20-25 minutes of pleasant waves and ocean views. Generally, the Ferry 
leaves in half- or hour-long intervals starting around 7:00 AM and ending around 8pm (weekends have 
slightly extended hours). For precise scheduling, check out https://madferry.com/ferry-schedule. 

You can usually take the Ferry from March/April until the winter freeze, weather permitting. If 
you have a car, it's advisable to take it on the Ferry, as some of the parks and attractions can be a few 
miles away from the island's dock. 

No reservations are required, and pedestrians and cars are loaded on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. 


Food & Drink 


In case you're hungry when you land, the island has a wide variety of food and drink options. The 
island is quite friendly to various dietary needs, including vegan and vegetarian options. You can also 
find classic Wisconsin supper club fare, local bistros, sandwiches and snacks to-go, and staples like 
hot dogs, hamburgers, pizza, and salads. 

Most dining locations have sunset views overlooking the lake, and some locations even boast that 
every seat is a window seat. 

Some of the restaurants, like Beach Club (a bar and restaurant with classics like burgers, wraps, 
salads, and fish, plus vegetarian options) even have a few docking spaces so if you're lucky enough to 
have a private boat, you can just sail on up for your meal. 

Most locations have indoor and outdoor dining, and you can expect live music frequently through- 
out the summer. 

If you're a fan of brunch, be sure to check out Farmhouse Kitchen & Inn. As the name suggests, 
this restaurant doubles as a bed & breakfast so you can take care of your meals and lodgings in one 
place. Plus, they've just started growing their own food and supporting community farming with the 
goal of being near 10096 island sufficient; you can feel good about supporting a local, small business. 

There are also a few cafes, markets, and a wine bar so you can DIY your meals and/or enjoy a 
delicious glass of wine. 


Accommodations 

'The island offers a wide variety of accommodations from camping to romantic getaways. 

'To start, there are 14 separate cabins and cottages options to suit everyone from single vacation- 
ers to large families. Craig's Place, for example, is a standalone, two-bedroom house with a sleeping 
porch and a beautiful deck. Enjoy privacy and tranquility when you stay here. 

Madeline Island Getaways offers three separate rentals that can house 14-16 people, depending 
on which rental you choose. If you're traveling with a large group or planning a reunion, check out 
the Getaways. 

If you prefer a slightly less secluded spot, there are rental homes and condos available. Sheila's 
Downtown Condo is close to the Ferry and of course, located centrally downtown. Enjoy walking 
distance to many amenities, including galleries, a golf course, the marina, kayak rentals, and more. 

Prefer to camp? Big Bay State Park and Big Bay Town Park have you covered. Each park has 60+ 
campsites, including RV sites, plus some sites have electricity for your convenience. There are also 
walk-in only sites, in case you prefer to camp a little more traditionally. 
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Things to Do 

Once you're fed and settled in your lodgings, 
it's time to have fun! The island has dozens of of- 
ferings to suit all entertainment tastes. 

If you're staying closer to downtown or prefer 
indoor activities, there are multiple art galleries, 
including pottery displays, jewelry, sculptures, 
and more. You can find local artists’ work at Tur- 
tle Tracks Studio and Madeline Island Candles. 

Want to learn how to create some art for 
yourself? Check out the Madeline Island School 
of the Arts. This school offers workshops in 
quilting, writing, photography, and painting. 
Enjoy the quiet serenity of the Wisconsin dairy 
farm setting as you get creative. 

Other indoor activities include a museum, 
public library, coffee shops, or you can take ad- 
vantage of the board games offered at many lo- 
cal retailers. 

If you're more outdoorsy and love the water, 
you'll be right at home on Madeline Island. En- 
joy public and private boat and kayak tours. Rent 
your own motor boat, stand-up paddleboard, ca- 
noe, or kayak. 

The island also boasts pristine beaches 
where you can take a quick dip or explore the 
sands for sea glass. 

And if you still love the outdoors but prefer to 
be on land, there are events for you too. Dozens 
of hiking trails criss-cross the island, offering a 
variety of nature experiences and vistas. You can 
go star gazing at the two main parks or on the 
Casper Trail Observation Deck. Rent bikes or 
mopeds to explore the island. 

You can also go birdwatching and wildlife 
viewing in the parks and in the Madeline Island 
Wilderness Preserve. The Preserve is made of 
2,600 acres of forest, wetlands, and trails, perfect 
for exploring. 

There’s also a golf club, horseback riding, 
and yoga and wellness classes and retreats. 


Something for Everyone 

There truly is something for everyone on 
this small-yet-mighty island. Make a point to take 
a visit to Madeline Island this summer for your 
ideal getaway! ll 
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A Safe and FUN Space 
for LGBTQ+ Vacationers 
in Cromwell 


BY SUSAN SWAVELY 


'This summer, take a break from the fast-paced hullaballoo of the 
city, and enjoy a peaceful, centering connection with nature, your 
loved ones, and yourself. There's no better spot to enjoy all of the 
lovely natural splendors Minnesota has to offer than Brandon and 
Derek's thoughtfully designed Airbnb by the lake. 


Derek (he/him) and Brandon (he/him) have been together for a decade now, and absolutely love 
inviting people to enjoy Cromwell, which they both so adore. Derek, a proud Minnesotan and "closet 
designer" originally from Cromwell says, “Our comfy and cozy retreat in the North woods is a quiet 
and relaxing [space]". He elaborates that it's a great place "to enjoy the indoor and outdoor spaces," 
and says, “Brandon’s inspiration for the cabin was a ‘Love Letter to Minnesota’ and all the fun things 
that make Minnesota unique." The two decided to revamp Derek's childhood home and make it into 
a welcoming Airbnb after moving back to Cromwell full-time, five years ago. Derek says, "When the 
opportunity came to buy my childhood home, we jumped on it. I grew up in Cromwell, so I've always 
known this place to be a welcoming and loving small town." He also adds that it's *every gay man's 
dream to remodel his mother or mother-in-law's house," which is just icing on the cake! 

Derek explains some of his best-loved amenities of their Airbnb. He says, "We offer 3 bedrooms 
and 2 bathrooms. Our favorite guest amenities include our indoor (electric) and outdoor (traditional 
wood) saunas. We also offer an 80-foot bridge (that I built with my Dad) to a private island on a pond 
for a perfect setting to read a book or play cards with some friends. Our unique basement custom 
speakeasy bar is a perfect place to have a few cocktails or stream a movie or three." He expands, say- 
ing that the pair imported wallpaper from Scotland, installed a bronze-cast custom sink from a "real 
carved stone vessel" and even “commissioned a 110-year-old grain-eroded wood vanity from local 
craftsmen.” But that's not all the unique home has to offer—Derek continues, “We wanted everything 
in the cabin to tell a story—from the art on the walls to the hidden Scooby Doo-style bookcase door. 
We can't forget about our Vintage Boutique Clothing Closet, too, where our guests have enjoyed 
shopping from the comfort of their own cabin rental." The two take great care together to make an 
incredibly one-of-a-kind space for guests to enjoy. Derek says, “[Brandon] has a background styling 
celebrities and [as] an interior set designer. He is a Master Gardener and designs gardens at our 
lake home and Northwoods cabin." With so much care put into both the inside and outside of the 
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space, there's no chance you won't feel special 
in this woodland oasis, with, as Derek puts it, *a 
mix of vintage and modern with an appreciation 
for nature." 

While Derek and Brandon's Airbnb itself 
would be plenty of reason to come visit Crom- 
well, the appeal doesn't stop there! Their North 
woods cabin is also near several State Parks, 
including Jay Cooke, Savannah Portage, Moose 
Lake, and Banning, and Fond du Lac State For- 
est. The activity options are endless: riding 
4-wheelers, cross-country skiing, and snowmo- 
biling are just a few of the many things you can 
enjoy during your stay. Sax-Zim Bog is a "bird 
watcher's heaven" according to Derek, and he 
says that there is even agate hunting that can 
be done on their road! With all of these incred- 
ible experiences to be had, Derek says, "The 'Up 
North' experience is alive and well!" 

Derek and Brandon are proud to host any 
and all people, and are especially proud to be a 
safe place for LGBTQ+ vacationers. Derek says, 
“It’s never been more important that there are 
safe spaces for LGBTQ+ people!” He shares 
one of his memories, "We've had a minivan full 
of transgender teens come up from Iowa—they 
were terrified at first—but they soon relaxed and 
were excited to explore the Northwoods." Now 
more than ever, finding welcoming, accepting 
places for LBGTQ+ people can be a challenge. 
In a dangerous political climate, it can seem like 
the spaces meant for us are dwindling, but Der- 
ek and Brandon prove that there are still great 
places for fun and relaxation out there, specifi- 


cally geared towards our community. Every- 
one should get the chance to relax and enjoy 


a little vacation, and Derek and Brandon pro- 651 South Cleveland , St. Paul 
vide just that. Derek says, “we knew it was 651-698-0334 fax: 651-699-2303 
important for us to represent our commu- In by 10 th ere by noon 

А . 


nity and offer a safe space to relax and have 
some fun for LGBTQ+ people. We are out NAT 
and proud in our small rural town...so join S 
us with more representation!" It's sometimes 
easy to forget, especially if you are coming 
from the lens of living in a bigger city, how 
scary and profoundly brave it can be to be 
proud of your queerness in a small town, but 
Derek and Brandon are beautiful examples 
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of how good spaces and good people still 
exist. Derek adds, "I'm also proud that our 
county and areas vote blue with a progressive 
and welcoming community and surrounding 
area." 

Derek and Brandon have worked hard to 
make their woodland cabin a place for all to 
enjoy. Check it out this summer, and don't 
miss out on the adventure of a lifetime! (Or 
the relaxation of a lifetime, if that's more your 
speed.) Derek says, “We LOVE hosting and 
sharing our spaces. It’s even a bigger bonus 
if we can share with our LGBTQ- family. All 
our welcome!” 
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Photos courtesy of Airbnb 
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Brandon’s cozy Cromwell cabin! ll 
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Resources: Protecting and Preserving 
the State's Natural Heritage 


BY JEN PEEPLES 


The Minnesota Department of Natural Re- 
sources (DNR) is a vital government agency re- 
sponsible for managing the state's diverse natural 
resources. Established in 1969, the Department 
of Natural Resources plays a crucial role in con- 
serving and preserving Minnesota's forests, wild- 
life, waterways, and recreational areas. 


In fact, the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources operates 75 
State Parks and Recreational Areas across the state. That, along with many 
other properties providing visitors with many opportunities to enjoy the 
state's natural resources. 


Conservation and Land Management 

The Department of Natural Resources takes a proactive approach to 
conservation and land management. With millions of acres of state-owned 
forests, parks, and wildlife management areas under their stewardship, the 
agency implements sustainable practices to ensure the long-term health 
and vitality of these lands. Active forest management techniques are em- 
ployed to promote the growth of healthy forests while supporting timber 
production and providing suitable habitats for a wide range of wildlife spe- 
cies. 

The Department of Natural Resources is committed to biodiversity 
conservation by managing and restoring critical habitats for endangered 
and threatened species. By identifying and protecting essential habitats, 
the agency ensures the survival and recovery of these iconic animals and 
plants. Through partnerships with landowners, local communities, and 
conservation organizations, the Department of Natural Resources works 
collaboratively to implement effective land management strategies that bal- 
ance the needs of people and nature. 
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Water Resources and Management 

Minnesota's abundance of lakes, rivers, and wetlands is a precious natu- 
ral asset. The Department of Natural Resources is responsible for monitor- 
ing and maintaining these water resources to ensure their quality, prevent 
pollution, and sustain healthy ecosystems. The agency employs rigorous 
water quality monitoring programs, conducts research, and implements 
regulations to protect these valuable water bodies. 

The Department of Natural Resources also manages fisheries to main- 
tain the health and abundance of fish populations in Minnesota's lakes and 
rivers. Through careful stocking, regulation of fishing seasons and limits, 
and habitat management, the agency aims to provide recreational fishing 
opportunities while conserving fish populations for future generations. By 
working closely with anglers, scientists, and local communities, the Depart- 
ment of Natural Resources ensures sustainable fisheries that benefit both 
the environment and recreational enthusiasts. 


Outdoor Recreation and Public Access 

Minnesota's natural beauty offers abundant opportunities for outdoor 
recreation, and the Department of Natural Resources strives to provide ac- 
cess to these resources for all. The agency manages an extensive network 
of state parks, trails, and recreation areas, providing spaces for camping, 
hiking, boating, fishing, and wildlife viewing. These public lands and waters 
serve as gateways to nature, allowing people to connect with the outdoors 
and enjoy the benefits of recreation. 

Recognizing the importance of inclusivity and equity, the Department 
of Natural Resources focuses on expanding access to outdoor recreation 
for underrepresented communities. By partnering with community orga- 
nizations, implementing outreach programs, and providing resources, the 
agency seeks to break down barriers and ensure that everyone, regardless 
of background, can enjoy and appreciate Minnesota's natural wonders. 


Continued on page 24 
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Discover a vibrant arts scene in St. Pete/Clearwater. With over 

30 museums, 400 murals and multiple arts districts, inspiration 
is everywhere you look. Soak up the surrealism at the Salvador 
Dali Museum, gaze at glass installations at the Chihuly Collection 
and support local makers at independent art galleries. Come for 
America’s Best Beaches, stay for the astounding Arts Coast. 


Let’s shine—explore the arts at ArtsSPC.com 
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Wildlife Management and Conservation 

The Department of Natural Resources plays a critical role in the man- 
agement and conservation of Minnesota’s diverse wildlife. Through re- 
search, population monitoring, and habitat conservation efforts, the agency 
works to maintain healthy and sustainable wildlife populations. The Depart- 
ment of Natural Resources collaborates with stakeholders, such as hunters, 
landowners, and conservation groups, to develop management strategies 
that balance the needs of wildlife and human activities. 

The agency focuses on protecting and recovering endangered and 
threatened species, such as the gray wolf and the eastern massasauga 
rattlesnake. By implementing recovery plans, regulating hunting and trap- 
ping, and conserving vital habitats, the Department of Natural Resources 
aims to ensure the long-term viability of these species. 

Additionally, the Department of Natural Resources addresses human- 
wildlife conflicts, providing guidance on managing nuisance wildlife and 
promoting coexistence between humans and animals. By educating the 
public on responsible behavior and implementing strategies for conflict 
resolution, the Department of Natural Resources strives to minimize con- 
flicts while safeguarding both human interests and wildlife welfare. 


Environmental Education and Outreach 

The Department of Natural Resources recognizes that environmental 
education and outreach are essential for fostering a culture of conserva- 
tion. The agency offers a range of educational programs, workshops, and 
resources to engage citizens of all ages in understanding and appreciating 
Minnesota’s natural resources. From school curricula to interpretive exhib- 
its and public events, the Department of Natural Resources strives to raise 
awareness about environmental issues and inspire individuals to become 
stewards of the environment. 

Through partnerships with schools, universities, and community orga- 
nizations, the Department of Natural Resources promotes environmental 
literacy and encourages sustainable practices. By empowering individuals 
and communities with knowledge and tools, the agency aims to create a 
collective effort in protecting and preserving Minnesota’s natural heritage. 

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources (DNR) stands as a 
steadfast guardian of the state’s natural heritage, committed to the protec- 
tion and preservation of its diverse ecosystems. Through their dedicated 


efforts, the DNR ensures the sustainable management of Minnesota’s for- 
ests, water resources, wildlife, and public lands. By implementing effec- 
tive conservation and land management practices, the DNR safeguards the 
health and vitality of forests and supports timber production while main- 
taining habitats for numerous wildlife species. 

Their commitment to biodiversity conservation ensures the survival of 
endangered and threatened species and promotes ecological balance. In 
managing the state’s water resources, the DNR maintains the quality of 
lakes, rivers, and wetlands, guaranteeing clean water for drinking, recre- 
ation, and healthy aquatic ecosystems. Their diligent oversight of fisheries 
ensures the abundance of fish populations, contributing to the enjoyment of 
recreational anglers and the sustainability of the aquatic ecosystem. 

The DNR's provision of outdoor recreational opportunities through 
state parks, trails, and recreational areas fosters a deep connection between 
people and nature. These spaces serve as gateways for individuals and 
families to explore the beauty of Minnesota, engage in outdoor activities, 
and cultivate a sense of appreciation and stewardship for the natural world. 
Through their wildlife management and conservation efforts, the DNR pro- 
tects and sustains the diverse array of animal species that call Minnesota 
home. By collaborating with stakeholders, they implement strategies that 
balance the needs of wildlife with human activities, ensuring the long-term 
viability of these populations. 


Additionally, the DNR's commitment to environmental education and 
outreach cultivates a knowledgeable and engaged citizenry. By providing 
educational programs, resources, and events, they empower individuals 
and communities to understand the value of nature and take action in pre- 
serving it. 

'The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources plays a pivotal role in 
safeguarding the state's natural heritage. Through their dedicated efforts 
in conservation and land management, water resource protection, outdoor 
recreation, wildlife management, and environmental education, the Depart- 
ment of Natural Resources ensures the sustainable use and enjoyment of 
Minnesota's natural resources. 

More importantly, they welcome all visitors to their properties across 
the state. Including the LGBTQ+ community. 

As custodians of the state's natural treasures, the Department of Natu- 
ral Resources' ongoing commitment to conservation is crucial for the well- 
being of both current and future generations. Ё 
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FINANCIAL” 


Robb Clasen 


Financial Associate 


Financial coaching & 
guidance focused 
on individual and 
companies' goals 
and values. 


163-746-3131 


robb.clasen@thrivent.com 
www.connect.thrivent.com/ 
robb-clasen/ 
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2024 Subaru Crosstrek 
"Ready for Adventure 


The 2024 Subaru Crosstrek. Whatever adventures you have in mind, you can get there with the confidence of standard 
Symmetrical All-Wheel Drive. There's also a 2.5-liter direct-injection SUBARU BOXER engine available to give the 2024 
Crosstrek up to 182 horsepower. With the Crosstrek, your journey goes on and on — 9796 of Subaru Crosstrek vehicles sold 
in the last 10 years are still on the road today, more than Honda CR-V, Toyota RAV4, or Jeep Compass.* 


*Based on Experian Automotive vehicles in operation vs. total new registrations for MY2011-2021 as of December 2021. 


шер | pigo! Bloomington 


Visit us at our new location! 


500 American Boulevard West, Bloomington 
www.bloomingtonsubaru.com | 763-392-9959 
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How LGBTQ: Business 
Owner Kristofer Bowman 
Opened Dream Store: 
Upstate MN 


BY GABRIELLE REEDER 


Kristofer Bowman’s retail shop on the North 
Shore of Grand Marais is a long-realized dream 
from childhood. Bowman grew up on the Iron 
Range of Minnesota and noticed a sweet environ- 
ment surrounding the North Star State as a child. 


“I think I was always moving back to Minnesota. I always thought it 
would be Minneapolis, honestly. I think as an 11-year-old kid, I saw men 
holding hands in Uptown, and I thought, “This is going to work,” Bowman 
shared this detail after explaining how he branched into the retail world. 


Humble Beginnings 

He moved from Minnesota to Indianapolis in search of undertaking the 
quintessential summer job as a camp counselor. After the camp counselor 
days receded, Bowman bought and sold vintage and industrial retail at a 
shop in Indianapolis for 22 years. But he couldn’t shake the idea of returning 
to his home state. 

Eight years ago, Bowman decided to pull the plug on his Indianapolis 
store and return back to the land of 10,000 Lakes with “the dream of open- 
ing upstate.” The retailer said he collected all the contacts and skills to keep 
the shop successful from his previous work as a retail owner and chased the 
hope of living in the gorgeous area of Grand Marais. 

“Somehow, I stumbled on Grand Marais, which I didn’t know super well 
as when I was young, but Grand Marais is such a special place. People from 
all over the world come,” Bowman confessed. 
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Part of what makes Upstate MN so special is the full circle moment for 
Bowman. Each day he heads to work, he remembers that little boy wishing 
to open a store in the same wild woods where he spent his childhood years. 


Upstate MN's Personality 

Upstate MN is a northern store without the offerings of one. 

“I don't sell moose or loons, and it turns out I don't have to. But I don't 
know that that would work in many other northern places," Bowman hu- 
mors Lavender Magazine. 

The backbone of Upstate MN’s success is fostering connections and 
strengthening relationships. Bowman says that he's hugged 90% of the art- 
ists whose work he sells. Nurturing those close-knit relationships makes his 
store the special find it is. 

“T think when I was young in retail, I used to be upset that I was just a 
shop kid. But what I think is always true is who you're being is more impor- 
tant than what you're doing. So I get to have this beautiful space, and really 
that was the goal. I wanted to connect with people. I wanted things here that 
were evocative of the North Shore without having to be images, through 
tone and texture," he recalled. 


Upstate MN Offerings 

Bowman mentions that when he embarks on trips, he looks for useful 
materials rather than schlocky tourist trap items that are useless. So, he 
considered that information when deciding what to put on the shelves of 
his dream store. 

A customer favorite is tiny wooden spoons. According to the customers, 
they use this item daily as it draws their memories back to their vacation on 
the Grand Marais Harbor. 

The store has jewelry, candles, fine art literature, handmade stationery, 
mugs, and T-shirts with motivational phrases emblazoned for sale. 

As far as the curated art selection at Upstate MN goes, the store leans 
more toward a contemporary feel as opposed to the common traditional 
theme prevalent in the community. 

"[ always say that I would open the store in Brooklyn with the same 
things. So, because I've been buying for so long, many of these artists I've 
known for 15 years or 18 years, but they are indeed from all over the country 
and some really good friends from Australia and England. And I usually still 
get to see those guys once or twice a year," Bowman beamed. “Even though 
it's not local, I can tell you about the people, the makers' families, and kids 
and dogs. So they're all local somewhere. We're still feeding back into a very 
human economy." 


Covid's Impact 

Right now, Bowman focuses solely on Upstate MN, but before the CO- 
VID-19 Pandemic ricocheted through the world, he had another store titled 
Show and Tell in South Minneapolis. He ran the store for two years until the 
lockdown disrupted business plans. 


Continued on page 28 
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Solaris Companies 


The Twin Cities’ Finest Contractor 
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ASK US ABOUT INSTALLING 


Installs onto existing gutter to keep 
out debris during the summer 
and melt ice and snow 


during the winter. 


Self-Regulating Heat Cable 


Providing home construction and exterior renovation needs, 
including: roofing, siding, windows, gutters, solar panel 


installations, and interior & exterior home remodels. 


ЈРМ ANE 
mw 


For more wedding information visit алака 


612) 402-1173 | erik@solariscos.com | www.solariscos.com i 
ie) | @ | or email wedding @dancingdragonflywinery.com 


2013 120th Avenue | St.Croix Falls, WI 54024 | 715.483.WINE (9463) 


Events on the Hill 

Happy hour, movies and concerts 
Wednesdays, June- early September 
Hyland Hills Ski Area 


Silverwood OnStage 

Free concerts 

Wednesdays starting June 28 
Silverwood Park 


Saturday Mornings on the Farm 
Join in seasonal farm activities, 

meet animals and more! 

Gale Woods Farm 


OUTside with Pride Youth: Trail Hike 
Thursday, July 27 | 4-5:30 p.m. 
Eastman Nature Center 


OUTside with Pride Adults: Trail Hike 
Thursday, July 27 | 6:30-8 p.m. 
Eastman Nature Center 


ThreeRivers 


PARK DISTRICT ThreeRiversParks.link/Programs ol 
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The shop owner said the decline of the business came from the decrease 
in tourism, especially since summer is the slow season. 

“The thing about this place is that there are only 5,000 residents in the 
entire county and 1300 people that live in Grand Marais Proper. So, the busi- 
nesses, there are so many beautiful businesses, but the majority of your in- 
come, I think that the percentage is about 83% of the county’s income, comes 
from tourism. So, in order to have a store here, that’s the game you have to 
play. And Lutsen’s busiest time is in the winter for sure, but Grand Marais 
proper is very quiet still because folks are skiing until it gets dark, and then 
they’re having a glass of wine and sitting by a fire. So really, the majority of 
sales happen between June and October, November,” Bowman shared. 

To combat the decrease of in-person shoppers during the brunt of CO- 
VID, Bowman bought a website domain and created a website. 

“When we were all at home, people were incredibly supportive of the 


online store because they wanted Grand Marais to survive. I think we all 


went through those feelings. So it really amped up, and the web was incred- 
ible,” Bowman continued. “And since COVID, the web’s [traffic] come down 
because folks are out and about, and they are coming back to town. At this 
point, I’m trying to think of what sort of percentage the web is. I would say 
it’s 15 to 20% of sales at this point.” 


Why You Should Shop at Upstate MN 

Upstate MN supports the community. The staff wants Grand Marais to 
survive and thrive as a prominent tourist city while entertaining the 1,300 
residents in the town. In addition to supporting artists worldwide, profits 
from purchases support LGBTQ+-owned businesses and keep small busi- 
nesses alive. ll 
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The Sewing Girl's Tale: A Story of Crime and Consequences in Revolutionary America 
Boo ks Lanah Sawyer, 17-year-old sewing girl, out for an evening’s stroll, was instead forced into a brothel 
and raped. Not unusual perhaps in lower Manhattan, then, but then was 1793 and Sawyer was the first 
working-woman to charge a gentleman with rape. In court, among other challenges she was asked 
BY E.B BOATNER earlier lawyer (1609-1676) Matthew Hale's query, "Why didn't she scream?" Sawyer lost, attempted sui- 


cide, but her canny stepfather John Callanan, a river branch pilot, known for nerve and skill, there was 
more. Callanan filed a “seduction” charge, winning a fabulous £1,800 for his loss of Sawyer's income. 
Bedlow, now in debtor's prison, hired Alexander Hamilton, whose unsavory (failed) tactics included a 
forged letter from Sawyer exonerating Bedlow. An extensively researched book, with numerous “plus 
ca change..." parallels. 


Desert Deadline 

TALE CHA Cel | Crafts compass holds steady through turbulent seas; murder never swamps humor, nor humor 
у] | obscure romance, nor any of them deflect the scoundrelly low-lifes confronting Dante and Jazz. Dante 
O'Donnell, white, gay concierge at ritzy Palm Springs getaways; Jazz Friendly, black, divorced mom of 
Emma, four-year-old precocious artist. Tasked to shelter reclusive, writer's-blocked romance novelist 
Maude Movay, isolating to produce the final tome of her Seven Sordid Sinns series on deadline or lose 
millions. Publicist and hunky assistant arrive but no living novelist. Just one permanently blocked corpse. 
Leitmotives include Jazz's efforts to gain Emma's sole custody, Dante's alarm at boyfriend Isandro's hints 
at marriage, both dwarfed by menace to little Emma. Craft's rung the changes on mayhem for 19 novels, 
now. Relax; enjoy the ride. 


Where Echoes Die 

Beck Birsching and sister Riley are driving to meet their dad, his new wife and family in Texas, but 
stop in tiny Backravel, AZ, where their late mom, investigative reporter Ellery, was last seen. Post- 
funeral, Beck received a note in Ellery's hand: “Come and find me,” and Beck went. Ensconced in the 
only rental unit available, the girls find Backravel eerily static. Town founder Ricky inhabits a citadel, 
giving life-extending "treatments" to townsfolk. There are no cars, no churches, graveyards, nothing 
that hints of a past-or future. Timeless, or is time running out? Riley shows signs of the local lassitude, 
and exit may be as impossible for them as it was for Ellery. Thriller, essay on trauma, you'll read on to 
the explosive denouement. ll 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly 
non-profit organizations. 

To reserve your listing in 
Community Connection, email 
advertising@lavendermagazine. 
com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 


Foster Adopt Minnesota 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 


Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 


2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 
St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@fosteradoptmn.org 
www.fosteradoptmn.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

2446 University Ave. W., Ste 112 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 

Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


ENVIRONMENT 

The Nature Conservancy 

TNC is an environmental nonprofit 
working to create a world where 
people and nature thrive. 

1101 W. River Pkwy., Ste. 200 
Minneapolis, MN 55415-1291 

(612) 331-0700 
minnesota@tnc.org 
www.nature.org/minnesota 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 


GRANTMAKERS/FUNDERS 
PFund Foundation 

PFund is the LGBTQ+ community 
foundation that provides grants to 
students and grants to non-profits. 
PO Box 3640 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612-870-1806 
www.pfundfoundation.org 
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HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS — on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive service. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55102 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee sexual health clinic and 
education center, now in Minneapolis. 
1919 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

(612) 473-0800 

www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 
Meeting the health needs of LGBTQ+ 
people and those living with HIV with 
holistic service. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


LIBRARIES 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your LGBTQ+ library and community 
center. Free membership, events, and 
e-books/audiobooks. Check us out! 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MORTGAGE 

Nonprofit Mortgage Company 
Purchase, refinance, and home equity 
loans. I'll help you with every step of the 
process. NMLS 2259195 1608823. An Equal 
Housing Opportunity 

Betsy Phillips @ 651-274-9367 
www.LoansbyBetsy.com 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland PI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
he nation’s largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota’s own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Guthrie Theater 

Open to the public year-round, 

he Guthrie produces classic and 
contemporary plays on three stages. 
818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

heater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
heater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Designate Thomas 
Søndergård, the Minnesota Orchestra, 
one of America’s leading symphony 
orchestras. 

111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612) 371-5656, (800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the Performing Arts 
Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 

info@ordway.org 

www.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
1430 W. 28th St., Ste. B 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
An inclusive and affirming community 
transforming lives through God's love. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SENIOR LIVING 

Friends & Co 

Fostering meaningful connections for 
older adults for 50+ years. Offering 
quick drop-in chat line, phone & visiting 
companionship services. 

2550 University Ave. W., Ste. 260-S 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

612) 721-1400 

www.friendsco.org 


Senior Community Services 

Providing non-medical services that meet 
he changing needs of older adults & 
support their caregivers. 

0201 Wayzata Blvd., Ste. 335 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 

952) 541-1019 
www.seniorcommunity.org/lav 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Service of MN 
Serving all Minnesotans with person- 
centered services that promote full and 
abundant lives. 

Issmn.org | 612-642-5990 | 800-582-5260 
Adoption & Foster Care | 
welcome@chlss.org 

Behavioral Health | 612-879-5320 

Host Homes | hosthomesGlssmn.org 
Supported Decision-Making | 
888-806-6844 

Therapeutic Foster Care | 612-751-9395 


TRAVEL DESTINATIONS 
Discover St. Louis Park 

Minnesota's Sweet Spot! Visit us for 
exceptional dining, attractions, shopping, 
hotels and event space. 

1660 Hwy 100 S., Ste. 501 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 426-4047 
www.DiscoverStLouisPark.com 


Discover Stillwater 

Get away to Stillwater for delicious dining, 
fun shops, and unique nightlife in this 
charming rivertown! 
infoGDiscoverstillwater.com 
www.DiscoversStillwater.com 


Visit Greater St. Cloud 

Give yourself a break. Visit Greater St. 
Cloud. 

1411 W. St. Germain St., Ste. 104 

St. Cloud, MN 56301 

(320) 251-4170 

infoGvisitstcloud.com 
www.visitstcloud.com 


YOUTH 
The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


HOME SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


Locally Owned & 
Operated Since 1950 


| Estimates 7am-4:30nm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 


28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


billsgs. гон! 


Robbinsdale - Circle Pines - Baxter - Hudson - Fargo 


Serving you for over 100 years! S=SINCE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002РМ & 3272MB 


Light Tree Removal, Trimming 
and Stump Grinding 


715-716-6684 


Serving the North Metro, 
Duluth, and Surrounding Areas 


Call Today for a Free Quote 


HOME SERVICES 


MORTGAGE 


MATT'S TREE 8 SERVICE 


Residential & Commercial Services 
ISA Certified A Staff 


on: 

Tree Removal + Tree Trimming * Chipping * Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Свело" Не в & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm 

and Oak Wilt protection plea 4 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


l'Il help you through every step 
of the loan process. 


1 
Betsy Phillips 


612. aa 57 


Ns WAKE 

CY R 

COLDWELL BANKER TEAM 
REALTY Live Well. Invest Wisely. 


nwalker@cbrealty.com 


Josh Kelly 


LGBTQIA+ Realtor® 
612.219.2211 


JoshKellyaedinarealty.com 
JoshKelly.edinarealty.com 


EdinaRealty. 


а Berkshire Hathaway affiliate 


yustyniak’ 
pr алип 


SUBSCRIPTION 


YOU PAY ONLY FOR POSTAGE 


SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/SUBSCRIBE 
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The Intersection of 
Speed and Tranquility 


BY RANDY STERN 


If you live somewhere in the Midwest and are into cars and/or motorsports, then this is your 
“happy place.” 

Located between Fond Du Lac and Sheboygan is Road America. Also known as the “National Park 
of Speed,” the famous motorsports venue is located right smack in the middle of Wisconsin’s Kettle 
Moraine on 640 acres. It is a wonderland for the car enthusiast. 

The main attraction is over four miles of winding track with plenty of surprises in store for the 
bravest of drivers. 

Race weekends is when this motorsports venue comes alive. Sure, there’s miles of traffic coming 
from all directions getting there. Once you're there, you are treated to an open environment that never 
feels confined - just like a national park. 

Inside, there's so much to do. There is a karting course that is as challenging as the main track. 
You have an off-road course that is also challenging. Plus, you can camp overnight on race weekends. 

Road America is an experience unto itself. That is why I attend a special media event with one of the 
media associations I belong to for almost every year since 2013. Just to be at one of the top motorsports 
venues in the U.S.A. is something to absorb and celebrate no matter what you do there. 

That is why all of the major American motorsport circuits have Road America on their schedule. 
The biggest race weekends are reserved for IndyCar, IMSA, NASCAR, Fanatec GT World Challenge, 
and MotoAmerica Superbikes. The Sports Car Club of America also use this for regional racing for 
their Chicago-based region. 

Enrique Ramirez, a key figure around Road America who wore plenty of hats over the years at the 
track, explained that the idea of this great road course is because, simply, it's parkland. "They have 
activities," explained Ramirez, "not only the racing and things on track, but there is an 18-hole disc golf 
course, there's karting, they're off-road trails. We do corporate events, weddings. You name it, we do 
it here. And it's a beautiful facility, and it all centers about around racing. But there's something for 
everyone." 

According to the United States Postal Service, Road America is located in Plymouth, Wisconsin. 
However, we often associate it with the town just north of the track - Elkhart Lake. That is how we refer 
to Road America is by its more placid-sounding burgh. 

Elkhart Lake is small - just around 1,000 people live there. Unlike its neighbor to the south with 
nine times the population, Elkhart Lake maintains its charm with a town center that is far from the car 
enthusiast crowds. You can sense the inherent snobbery of the address. Even on non-race days, the 
presence of a pristine Porsche of any given year or another sports car of its ilk is a telltale sign of its 
zip code. 

Whenever I attend the annual media confab at Road America, our group stays at the Osthoff Resort 
(101 Osthoff Dr., Elkhart Lake). Located closer to the center of Elkhart Lake, this four-star property 
has dozens of rooms including two- and three-bedroom suites. Our media association usually boards in 
the two-bedroom suites — each bedroom has its own bathroom. The “main” bedroom gets a whirlpool 
bathtub for maximum luxuriating. The suites also have a large living room, a dining area, a kitchen, 
and a balcony. 

The Osthoff also has a few restaurants, a spa, indoor and outdoor pools, and a private beach on the 
lake. This is why it is considered the primary place to stay for race teams and broadcasters on the big 
motorsport weekends. 
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When we do our nightcaps during the media 
confab, we will wander across the street from the 
Osthoff to the Siebkens Resort (284 S. Lake St., 
Elkhart Lake). Built in 1916, the Siebkens also of- 
fer plenty of rooms, including suites on a smaller 
property. Between the two resorts, you definitely 
have the advantage staying at a lovely place by 
the lake rather than roughing it inside Road 
America on a rainy weekend. 

If you did not get a room at the Siebkens, then 
you have to check out the motorsport-themed 
Stop-Inn Tavern. This is where you get to hobnob 
with motorsport stars and their handlers. 

There are plenty of other places to stay be- 
tween Elkhart Lake and Plymouth. Less expen- 
sive lodging is normally found not just in Plym- 
outh, but in both Sheboygan and Fond Du Lac. 
Again, be mindful of traffic on race weekends. 

Admittedly, there had been only one restau- 
rant I ate in town when I am with the media as- 
sociation. The Lake Street Café (21 S. Lake St., 
Elkhart Lake) serves up a "California Bistro- 
style" menu and atmosphere. It is very down-to- 
earth with some comforting food on the menu. 
There are other places to dine in town and be- 
yond to fit every budget. 


By this point you're probably thinking where 
the LGBTQ+ angle is for this story. There are 
two. 

Those of us who love the automobile usually 
tend to like motorsports. We are among the fans 
that flock to these events. We actually participate 
in them - whether as drivers, pit crew back in the 
paddock, other support staff and in the motors- 
port press. In this arena, we exist. We might be as 
visible as some of the folks you’ve seen through 
Racing Pride. 

We also exist in the automotive media and 
in the industry itself. When I attend the media 
confab at Road America, I am always grateful to 
see my fellow LGBTQ+ colleagues there. While 
our numbers are few, we do our best to celebrate 
each other. 

Without question, Road America is the main 
attraction here. That is why it has major signifi- 
cance to any automotive enthusiast - LGBTQ- or 
not. It is also why it is called the National Park 
of Speed - flanked by a tranquil little town that 
welcomes enthusiasts and everyone else from all 
over. ll 
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СОО AVENDER'S 


7 FIRST 
) THURSDAYS 


Buy A Drink. Make A Connection. Have Fun. 


Join Lavender and our host partners, Ma'am and Quorum 


THURSDAY 


July 6 ° 5:30 - 8:00 PM 


ROCK 
ELM 
ЗР 


Rock Elm Tavern 
1665 County Road 24 * Plymouth 


PRESENTED BY: 


entertaining you! 


Chanhassen 
DINNER THEATRES 


TWIN CITIES LGBTQ+ HAPPY HOUR 


COME AS YOU ARE - NO DRESS CODE 


Enjoy complimentary light appetizers, drink specials, and a chance to register to win great prizes! 


Register for FREE at LavenderMedia.eventbrite.com or just show up. 


From long summer trips to short weekend getaways, the - = SN 
moments and memories we share together are the morients я Tis 
that shape us, and make us who we are. Memories that 

become part fact. Part feeling. But 100% real to you. 


It's time to plan a summer to remember in Minnesota. 
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Scan to receive your 


Travel Planning Kit 


